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Violence Reported in Colombia 


(Bogota) - Two acts of violence against Protestant property in Colombia last 
month have been SVT SSE by the Bvangelical Confederation of Colombia. 


On May 6 a rural. Protestant chapel under construction in the municipality 
of Tona in the state of Santander was destroyed while workmen were away from the 


site taking an injured worker to the hospital. Reports say the walls were des— 
troyed with crow bars and sledge hammers. The building was almost eee for 
roofing. 


While the chapel was under PRE N Bed Gr the congregation was worshipping in 
the home of a parishioner and the confederation reports that on May 25 the house 
was stoned. 


Another case of stoning took place on May 22 at Guadelupe in the state of 
Antioquia, when a crowd threw rocks at the home of a Protestant villager during 
the visit of a pastor. H.P.S., Geneva 


New Us Presbyterian Church Asks. End to Arms Race 

(Pittsburgh) - The three-million member new United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA has called on the United States, and foreign nations, to halt the armament 
race. The action was taken by the delegates to the new church's first General 
Assembly (see EPS No. 22), Earlier, a vote of 516 to 480 had defeated an amend- 
ment asking the US. government "to stop now" the testing of nuclear weapons. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 
in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 


opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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The statement as finally approved called for an end to the arms race "by 
pursuing patiently and persistently every opportunity for realistic negotiation 
towards this end, not with the assurance that our civilisation will thus be saved 
but in order that we may be obedient to God who calls us to pray and to work for : 
‘the things that make for peace'". ; 


Dr. Bugene Carson Blake was elected stated clerk of the new church. He is @ 
a member of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, and was 
stated clerk of the Presbyterian Church in the USA. His associate is Dr. Samuel 
Shane of Pittsburgh, who was stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church of 
North America. E.P.S., Geneva 


Church of Scotland Continues Union Study 


(Edinburgh) - The Church of Scotland's General Asseubly has voted 357 to 328 to 
send to the presbyteries for "official study and comment" a joint report sugges— 


ting a system of bishops and elders as a first step to unity between the Church 


of England and the Church of Scotland. 


~The report was first presented to the Assembly a year ago and was also refer- 
red to the presbyteries at that time; it was drafted after conversations between 
the Presbyterian and*Episcopal churches in lingland and Scotland. 


. . The Rev. A.C. Craig, chairman of the Church of Scotland's Inter—Church Com- 
mittee, told the assembly that "it would be folly amounting to vandalism to rele- 
gate the document to the scrap heap of frustrated hopes". The Church of England 
will not take any action on the report until after the meeting of the world-wide 
Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops in July. E.FiGy, Geneva 


US_"Friends" Mark World Council's 10th Anniversary 


(New York) — "Friends of the World Council of Churches" in the United States 
marked the tenth anniversary of the Council with a dinner in New York on June 2, 


attended by Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, who is making a three-week visit to the United States, 


told the group that the WCC must "at the same time speak out against the totali- 


tarian aspects of Communism and intensify contact with churches in Communist lands 


It must raise a warning voice against irresponsible use or reliance upon nuclear 


power, and take a stand for basic liberties." Dr. Visser 't Hooft pointed out 
that the World Council "seeks to go its own independent way". On the one hand 
he said, "it speaks out against the evils in our international society and on ‘he 
other hand it seeks to be a force of reconciliation. It cannot give up either 


of these two tasks," 


“ Citing other principles of the ten-year-old council, the general secretary 


said that "it belongs to the nature of the Church to be one and undivided. 
But,” he added, "there is still much fear of wnity in the churches - fear of a 


centralised unity of uniformity which would: characterise a super—church. ~The 


task of the World Council of Churches is to show that. another kind of unity is 


possible, a truly evangelical and at the same time catholic unity which leaves 
' the fullest scope for charismatic variety,." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft also said that it belongs to | 

re se . gs to the nature of the Church to 
proclaim the Gospel to all men "and this task of mission and evangelism must be 
carried out in unity". This, he said, is the principle which lies behind the 
proposed integration of the WCC and the International Ifissionary Council. 


B.P.S., Geneva 


ae tia 
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US Council Sets Up Faith and Order Office 


(iinneapolis) - A Faith and Order office was set up by the National Council of 
Churches in the USA at the meeting of its General Board in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
this month. The director of the new office is expected to be appointed late 
this year. He will carry out the recommendations of the study conference on 
"The Nature of the Unity We Seek"' held in Oberlin, Ohio, last September. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, who presented the plan to the board, said it would 
give the National Council a factor it has missed. Dr. Fry is. president of the 
United Lutheran Church in America and chairman of the World Council of Churches' 
Central Committee. B.P.S., Geneva 


Scientists and Theologians Discuss Common Problems 


(Geneva) - A group of 35 scientists and theologians from Europe and the United 
‘ States met at the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches from 
May 30 to June 2 to discuss the question of the relation between faith and science. 


Pointing out that the churches had reached agreement on various social ques- 
tions, reports from national groups spotlighted a common concern for agreement on 
the problem of science and religion. The question, the participants said, "has 
a new urgency in the modern situation". 


Speakers included Professor C.F. von Weizsicker, Hamburg, Germany; Dr. 
Cornelius J. Dippel, Hindhoven, the Netherlands; Dr. W.A. Whitehouse, Durham, 
United Kingdom; and Professor Edmund Schlink, Heidelberg, Germany. 


A future meeting, Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of the institute, said, will be 
devoted to a discussion of "the relation of action to being" and “the meaning of 
prayer" from the point of view of scientific research and the freedom of God. 

H.P.S., Geneva 


German Lutheran Bishops Oppose Mixed Marriages 


(Berlin) - In a strong statement issued in its Berlin meeting, the Episcopal Con- 
ference of the United Evangelical Church in Germany has warned Protestants against 
the dangers of mixed marriages. The bishops said that "people who marry members 
of a different confession shoulder a heavy burden". =~" - 


The declaration was prompted by the growing number of Catholic-Protestant 
marriages in Germany. The Episcopal conference aimed its condemnation particu- 
larly at mixed marriages involving those who are fully active in the life of their 
church. They pointed out the difficulty of, achieving spiritual harmony in mar- 
riage when both partners are loyal to their own churches. 


Rejecting the Roman Catholic view that marriage is a sacrament, the Lutheran 
bishops said it could not be elevated more highly than by saying it was "accor- 
‘ding to the Word of God", and that the Bible did not call it a sacrament. Mar- 
“yviage, they said, is indissoluble, and marriages between people of different 
Christian confessions also came under the protection and commandment of Christ. 


Addressing themselves to Protestants who are thinking of marrying Roman 
Catholics, the bishops warned against making "promises that willbe a burden for 
a lifetime". They emphasised that Protestants must be loyal to their church by 
insisting on their children being brought up as Protestants. Church members are 
reminded that they’ are not subject to the laws of the Roman Catholic Church and 
should not be "led astray by enticement or pressure", H.P.S., Geneva 
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European Christian Journalists Consider Common Problems 

(Geneva) - The common problems of Christian journalists --both those-working~in 
the church press and on secular newspapers ~ was the subject of. a five-day con~ 
ference which ended on June 10-at the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council 
of Churehes near Geneva. Called by the Information Department of .the WCC, ithe 
conference brought together thirty-eight journalists from ten European countries. 


In a statement received in the closing session, the journalists indicated 
problems posed for those working in both fields,''to aid our colleagues in a long 
task of reflection and more complete dedication to the will of God wherever they 
may find themselves". 


Concerning the Christian press, the journalists urged it "not to rest content 
in solely acting as a reflection of the thinking and policy of the leadership 
within our various churches". Instead, it should try to bring “the truth and 
cutting edge contained in the Gospel" to beax*-on tthe Church's“life.-----~ 


Noting that "the ‘distinction between the facts, the reporting of the facts 
and comment is sometimes blurred and the integrity of the journalist's work is 
endangered", the conference listed five "hopes": "That journalists and publishers 
should clearly recognise their critical, constructive and self-critical function 
in a democratic society; that the. ehurches should give a lead in safeguarding 
the freedom of comment in general and especially whsre the churches themselves 
are concerned; that the churches, in cooperation with public bodies: and editors, 
should protect the sphere of free comment against any intrusion; that the churche 
should endeavour to approach the journalist pastorally and aid him in his work, 
so that he may responsibly and courageously discharge his vocation; that churches 
and journalists should guard against the manipulation or misuse of the Gospél as 
a weapon in the.cold war in East and West." 


Conference speakers included Mr. P.il. Dessinges, business manager of "France- 
Soir", Paris, Dr. Christoph von Imhoff, assistant editor of "Rheinische Post", 
Diisseldorf, Germany, Mr. Paul Eberhard, director of "L'TIllustré Protestant", 
lyon, France, Pastor Albert Finet, editor of "Réforme", Paris, and Pastor Eber- 
hard Stammler, editor of "Junge Stimme", Stuttgart,Germany. Countries represen- 
ted were Germany, France, Switzerland,. the Netherlands,=Sweden, Fintand, Hungary, 
United Kingdom, Poland and Italy. sie BvP.S.,. Geneva 


West German Churches to Give $226,000 for Inter-—Church Aid 


(Stuttgart) - The Protestant regional churches in Germany will contribute 950,000 
D.Marks ( #226 , 000) to an "Ecumenical Emergency Programme" in 1958-59, worked nie 
by the German Committee of Lutheran World Service and the agencies.of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany (EKD). More than half the money will be spent on 
projects in kurope, with donations earmarked for Frotestant minority churches in 
France, Ireland, Austria, Spain and Hungary. 


Outside Europe projects include a hospital for Chinese refugees in Hong 
Kong, relief programmes in India and Indonesia and the building of clinics in 


the Near East, especially near Jerusalem. E.P.S., Geneva 


World YMCA Makes Staff Changes 


(Geneva) - Mr. Bo Bengtson, general secretary of the YMCAs of Sweden, has been 
appointed associate secretary general of the World Alliance of YMCAs. Mn. bis 
Bengtson will join the staff at the Alliance headquarters in Geneva at Shphenher 
according to Dr. Paul M. Limbert, secretary general of the Alliance cas 


ma, 
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Mr. Edwin Barker, assistant national secretary .of the YMCAs of England, 


‘Treland and Wales, and a member of the working committee of the Department on 


the Laity of the World Council of Churches, will join the Alliance staff in Sep- 
tember as Secretary for Programme and Leadership. 


Other staff appointments just announced by Dr. Limbert include the naming 

of Mr. Kurt Miethke, a YMCA worker in Germany since 1948, as the Alliance's new 
secretary for fublications and editor of "World Communiqué". He-sueceeds the 
Rev. Paul G.Guinness, who resigned late last year (see EPS No. 34, 1957). Mr. 
Douglas Deane, who has been acting editor of "World Communiqué", has..been appoin- 
ted Secretary for Work with Refugees-and iligrants. Mr. Josef Bednarek, a member 
of the field staff of the World YMCA/YWCA Refugee Services in Burope, is the new 
Director of Field Work for Services with Refugees. B.P.»o., Geneva 


Inter-Church Aid Consultation Closes. in Evian 


(Evian-les~Bains, France) - At ite closing session on June 6, the annual Consul- 
tation of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to pe aes of the World 
Council of Churches received reports dealing with its theme, "Inter-—Church Aid in 
the Light of Christian Obedience" (see EPS No. 22). 


The groups, made up of delegates from more than twenty-five countries, were 
assigned the subjects of "Values and Dangers of Inter-Church Aid", "The Relation- 
ship of Inter-Church Aid to the Social Action of the Churches" and "Relevant Forms 
‘of Inter-Church Service Today". 


Some of their conclusions were: 


"We believe that normally any act of sharing through inter-church aid should 
involve a personal relationship between those participating. The preservation 
of that relationship should be carefully guarded." 


"Hvery church must give. Every church must receive. The churches have 
much more important things to share than goods and money. In practice, inter- 
church aid programmes have some dangers for the churches. The greatest dangers 
are that the churches will fail to take up this ministry and that they will fail 
to comprehend what the need of the world really is." 


"Inter-church service is something that blesses the church that gives and 
the church that takes. There should be no feeling of superiority or inferiority 
in giving and taking. Service to a church must be intended to meet the most 
pressing needs of that church. Apart from purely material needs, such as food, 
clothing and medicines, the most pressing need of many churches, especially in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America, is the development of leadership at all levels 
within the churches, and the training of leaders. To meet this need it is neces— 
sary to help in the processes of education and to provide assistance in the form 
of fraternal workers. It is also necessary to help in the maintenance and buil- 
ding up of institutions necessary for the life of the Church. The giving of 

money or men should help in the growth and renewal of initiative and vitality in 
the giving as well as in the receiving churches." 


During the five-day consultation the delegates, charged with reviewing the 
work of the past year and advising the staff on policy and procedure, heard re- 
ports from the division's director, Dr. Leslie HE. Cooke, ‘and from staff members., 
Other speakers were Dr. August Lindt, UN High Commissioner for Refugees, and 
Mr. Barthélémy Epinat, deputy director of the Intergovernmental Committee for 
ent Migration. 
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International Christian Peace Council Advocated 


invermationas varisvicn= 
(Prague) - Delegates of most of the churches in Eastern Europe, including the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, have advocated the setting 
up of an international Christian body to consider atomic disarmament. 


At a conference held in the first week of June in Prague under the auspices 
of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia, the delegates studied 
Christian responsibility for averting atomic warfare and decided to work for atomic 
disarmament by approaches,to the leaders of the great powers and to the Evangeli- 
cal Church in Germany. 


The proposed world Christian organisation for peace, according to the resolu- 
tions of the conference, would not be intended in any way as an "opposition body" 
to the World Council of Churches. 


Participants in the Prague meeting included Professor Joseph Hromadka of 
Czechoslovakia, Professor Heinrich Vogel of Berlin, Professor Hans Iwand of Bonn 
and Professor Miklos Palfy of Budapest. E.P.S., Geneva 


In Brief 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
received the honorary doctor of divinity degree from Harvard University on June 12. 


* 


The ballet programme originally scheduled to be held in the ruins of England's 
Coventry Cathedral on July 20 will now be televised nationally on that date. The 
original performance at Coventry was cancelled after protests from the Lord's Day 


~ Observance Society, (see EPS No. 17). The fee paid to the dancers by the TV net- 
work will be given to the cathedral reconstruction fund. . 


oe 


H br. George W. Carpenter, New York secretary: of the Intemational Missionary 
Council, became acting general secretary of the IMC on June 1. +t 


We oe 


The Rev. John H. Gerberding, Gis was acqui | ae | 

: quitted on heresy charges by the North— 
west Synod of the United Lutheran: Church in America in 1955, has rene’ to the 
ministry. Mr. Gerberding had resigned as pastor of Holy Cross Lutheran Church in 
Minomonee Falls, Wisconsin, at the time of the trial. He will be pastor of Epiph 
ny Lutheran Church, Denver, Colorado. ae 


* * 
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The new United Presbyterian Church in the USA has no Board of Foreign Missions. 
Instead, the new church's first General Assembly set up a Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations "to meet the realities of this world". 


DS 


Pastor Siegfried Schmutzler, the Leipzig student chaplain sentenced to five 
years' imprisonment last December for "inciting to boycott", is being held in soli- 
tary confinement, according to reports from Eastern Germany. He is allowed to 
have one book a week from the prison library. Reports from the prison of Bautzen 
say that "film performances" or "showers" are listed on the daily programme at 
the same time as religious services are being held. At other times, large groups 
of prisoners are not notified of worship. 


Tae FAS 


A memorial tablet honouring the late Dr. John R. Mott was unveiled in Wash- 
ington Cathedral (Episcopal) in Washington, D.C., on June 6. The tablet was 
given by the religious groups he worked with throughout his life: the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, the 
International Missionary Council, the World's Student Christian Federation, the 
World Alliance of YMCAs, the World YWCA and the Student Volunteer Movement. 


* * 


During the last few weeks, East German authorities have repeatedly refused 
to issue an entrance visa for the Roman Catholic Bishop of Berlin who wanted to 
visit his parishes there. 


x * 


Three leaders of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) interviewed Presi- 
dent Otto Grotewohl, East German prime minister, on June 2 to express the church's 
concern about the education of children in the German Democratic Republic. No 
announcement was made about the results of the talks, but additional conversations 
are expected to be held. The churchmen were appointed by the EKD Synod at its 
meeting in April to hold the talks (see EPS No. 18). E.P.S., Geneva 
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